DIARY AND LETTERS OF     [CHAP. XXXVII.
Hanover, about which he is utterly unapproachable by his British ministers. And perhaps it is this little circumstance which, above all others, attaches him to that
electorate."
"This morning [February 5th] I go to Court, and take leave of the Electoral family.     Dine with Count  Eltz, and go after dinner to the   Duchess  of Cumberland's. Brockhausen, who is here, talks with his usual pedantry, and mauvaise fol   Among other things,  he  says it was wise in Washington to resign while yet in place, inferring from thence that he would not have been re-elected.    I see here a Gallican insinuation, and tell him gravely that no man in the least acquainted with American affairs can have the shadow of a doubt that he would have been re-elected had he chosen it.    I add my conviction that the manoeuvres of the French Directory, so far from serving their friends, will have contributed more than anything to confer the Presidency on Adams.    Elliot, who laughs alongthrough the whole, expresses the hope that America will join England in the war, and take the French and Spanish possessions.    Brockhausen expresses his doubts whether a scanty population of four millions, scattered over an immense territory like ours, can have an army sufficient to do anything.    I tell him that, by withholding supplies of provisions from the islands, we should force them to surrender, and as to the Spanish .continent, our settlers would take possession of it if the Government would permit them.    By way of expressing his contempt for our force, he says he hopes we will let them alone.    I tell him we shall gladly leave them in possession of their good turnips, but that the time will come when Prussia, will find the friendship of America a thing of some consequence. If. ever this man gets into power at home, his ignorance will go far to undo the work of Frederick."the thwarts and checks which he receives. This temper is more particularly evident in what relates toy and celer-our advantage to bring both Austria and Prussia into direct contact with France, possessing yourselves at the very large solitaire in a ring, another in the head
